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Sunday of the Blind Man

Cyril, archbishop of Alexandria; Pelagia
and the three Virgin-martyrs of Chios

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are glad you are worshiping with us

Orthodox Christians must be prepared for
Holy Communion through Confession,
Fasting, Prayer and by being at peace with
others. Please seek and give forgiveness
before receiving Holy Communion. At the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall.

today. There are Service Books in the pews.

Sunday June 09, 2024
Tone 5 / Eothinon 8
Sixth Sunday of Pascha

The mission of St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church

Is to serve God and the community
by commitment to the Gospel's
command to grow in the knowledge
of Jesus Christ through faith,
hope, and love. Tt is a parish of the
Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North
America.

The Orthodox Church follows the
faith and practice of the apostles
and disciples of Christ handed
down by the ancient Christian
fathers and twenty centuries of
Church tradition. Genuine Christian
life nurtures and stimulates our
spiritual and moral development.
The liturgical life of the Orthodox
Church has been developing over
the last 2000 years. By taking part
in the mysteries of Christ's life,
death and resurrection at the
liturgical services, the community
members are drawn fo repentance
and the gradual change of their
inner selves.

To join the community of St.
George or to find out more
information, please fill out the
Guest Book in the Narthex. We
hope this day will be spiritually
rewarding for you. Fr John will be
happy to answer any questions.
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship.




Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy

Family & Friends by George Haddad

Ragda her Family and Friends by Ragda Harb

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of:

All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord.

All Clergy and servants of God.

All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe.
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family
Wadia and Mary Ameen by their Family

Edward & Evelyn Haddad by Karen and Ted Ziton

Charles and Joan Haddad by their family

Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family

William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac

Ramona Darmour by her daughter Charmaine Darmour

PRAY for the sick, sufferings,
' .E-g'ngthor shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, war
and violence in the whole universe.

JAMES 5:16

“"Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them,
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of

3 Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who
- eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will
@}“ W, raise him up on the last day”.
e Lpl John 6:52-54

fa‘"pom/.’ “With fear of God, faith And love draw near”.
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people dedicated to doing whatever
it takes to reach out and help others. We have a responsibility to serve and help others in need as the
church. Caring for each other as well as those outside of the church is the quickest way to see Jesus
change lives. Too often, we see a need and wait for the pastor or someone on staff to take
responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES
Sunday June 16 - 2024 Orthros Service @ 9:30 am—Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am




Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, June 09, 2024
Tone 5 / Eothinon 8, Sixth Sunday of Pascha : Sunday of the Blind Man
Cyril, archbishop of Alexandria; Pelagia and the three Virgin-martyrs of Chios

Today’s Liturgy Inserts

|
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The Priest begins Divine Liturgy with “Blessed is the Kingdom” and the choir responds
“Amen.” Bearing the Paschal Candle, the Priest then leads the singing of the Paschal
Apolytikion and censes the west side of the Altar Table.

Priest:
the tombs bestowing life!

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death; and upon those in

The Choir then sings this twice, and the Liturgy continues with the Great Litany.

First Antiphon

Shout with joy to God, all the earth. Sing to His
name: give glory to His praises.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Saviour save us.

Say to God: “How awesome are thy works.”
Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee.

Through the intercessions...

Glory to the Father. and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
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May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and
may He cause His face to shine upon us, and have
mercy on us.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the
dead, who sing unto thee, Alleluia.

That thy way may be known upon earth. thy
salvation among all nations. Let the peoples give

thanks to Thee. O God: let all the peoples give
thanks to Thee.

Save us, O Son of God...

May God bless us, and may all the ends of the

Wle 4gdy feady (&L, Wl @ Gl
sy

Ji clgl) o G plh o by ) G b Lias
Lella (&

LA ) sen iy Sl g1 b el




| earth fear Him.

Save us, O Son of God... 0 by gl Bl e

Glory to the Father, and to the Son. and to the el b L ald
Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. ’
Amen. M Ol USy G el zo Vs ¥y U dadll

O only-begotten Son and Word of God... -
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Third Antiphon QAN Ugdaiiy)

Let God arise. and let his enemies be scattered, e\_‘j Gpa bgumata Cideds .j.gl_mi AN 3-1“1) sl f""—'l
and let those who hate Him flee from his face.
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Christ is risen...

So let the sinners perish before God. but let the

righteous rejoice. Gt Gsiiaally A 4 Al e 3llal S @
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This is the day which the Lord has made; let us
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Christ is risen...
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In the gathering places, bless ye God the Lord from the springs of Israel.

Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing unfo thee. Alleluia.
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 5)
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the

Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death;
and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection




Troparimi for the Patron Saint of the Church
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Troparion of St. George the Great Martyr (Tone 4)
As deliverer of captives, and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of kings:
Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our souls” salvation.
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Kontakion of Pascha (Tone 8)
Though thou, O deathless One, didst descend into the grave, thou didst destroy the power of hell and, as
Victor, thou didst rise again, O Christ our God. Thou didst greet the ointment-bearing women, saying,

Rejoice! Thou didst bestow peace upon Thy Disciples, and resurrection upon those that are fallen.

THE TRISAGION |
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Epistle of the Sunday of the Blindman

How magnified are Thy works, O LORD! In Thou, O
Lord, shalt keep us and preserve us.

Save me, O Lord, for the godly man hath disappeared.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. (16:16-34)
In those days, as we Apostles were going to the place of
prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of
divination and brought her owners much gain by
soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying, “These
men are servants of the Most High God. who proclaim to
you the way of salvation.” And this she did for many
days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said to the
spirit, “I charge you in the Name of Jesus Christ to come
out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But when
her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market
place before the rulers; and when they had brought them
to the magistrates they said, “These men are Jews and
they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs
which it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or
practice.” The crowd joined in attacking them: and the
magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to
beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many
blows upon them, they threw them into prison, charging
the jailer to keep them safely. Having received this
charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened
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their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and
Silas were praying and singing hymns to God. and the
prisoners were listening to them. And suddenly there
was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the
prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were
opened and every one’s fetters were unfastened. When
the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open,
he drew his sword and was about to kill himself,
supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried
with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all
here.” And he called for lights and rushed in. and
trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas,
and brought them out and said, “Men, what must I do to
be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus,
and you will be saved, you and your household.” And
they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that
were in his house. And he took them the same hour of
the night, and washed their wounds. and he was baptized
at once, with all his family. Then he brought them up
into his house, and set food before them: and he rejoiced
with all his household that he had believed in God.

st 3 Ay aadn Lagadad o HELN leaagly casl
Legldf daniay ¢ 213 cad) 3 Ll cdiash Sl i
oMl Sy Gy S ) Caas Sy plidl
ik A0 By cBAAd (Lgipang Gpupmally M laiads
e S Jladl i st oaad gul cied s
ondd) Glgd (gl (Hlazd JaiE) Gl L aueall 30 oKy
okl dus Bm oo @y el G dsbie
Jaxi ¥ 68 Jle Cigiar Sadgs 8008 L1g5h B Gagiaall
Jals iy aleas lld L lids Lises G lopn Sl
1ile (55 o OBy Lage 253 2 3558 585 des G4 545
gl s S5l el V8 el 8 gl of s
A 4 A O peds b 5L Lt (s ol alis
hely Lagaba oz ol Ge dolal) S5 Lassls )
Lagd 2385 405 ) LSl & . oopmanl 05935 30 a8 000

A Gl 3 IS 3 s ol gk ae iy B3

=Y Y Jasy)
Gospel of the Sunday of the Blindman

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St.
John. (9:1-38)

At that time, when Jesus was passing, He saw a man
blind from his birth. And His Disciples asked Him,
*“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was
born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man
sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
made manifest in him. | must work the works of Him
Who sent me, while it is day: night comes, when no one
can work. As long as | am in the world, | am the light of
the world.” As He said this, he spat on the ground and
made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with
the clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam™
[which means Sent]. So he went and washed and came
back seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to
sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he™; others said. “No, but
he is like him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to
him, *“Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered.
“The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes
and said to me, *Go to Siloam and wash’: so | went and
washed and received my sight” They said to him,
“Where is He?” He said. I do not know.”™ They brought
to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and

Laalilly el il Uagy Gaadll 5L Oe Gyl Juad

(9:1-38) alial
*olsa fin el Bl (s Snd gt a3 A 3
1y 5 el of 1l Laal a il s s0,006 AL
Oect 5618 oS0 bl W5 sl 138 ¥ gedy ] 20 e
Ol ala L ilal o3 Jleel dael o 3 ass 4
callall b diad Le *. ey of Sal adig ¥ dus 3d S
i (e giay cpa ) o OBy (3 JB ¢ . Jl) e Ul
o Juitly Ca3 A I8y *eae) A ol g ik
se Jaily (oaand ()l il (53) plslo A8
el GLS A3 8 (e 40535 158 Gl Hlpadls # s
phtand QU ¢ ey Salad SIS (53201 3h 138 Gl 218
Ul ) Ol S8 3 Ll sl 401 116 0y AT5 5 13
Sld) sty @3 Clal *edllie aadi Ca AT |G . A
iy A ead o JJ85 e Ay Gk gica § s 41 Q&




opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he
had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put clay
on my eyes, and | washed, and | see.” Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for He does
not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man
who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a division
among them. So they again said to the blind man, “What
do you say about Him, since He has opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not believe that
he had been blind and had received his sight, until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight,
and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born
blind? How then does he now see?” His parents
answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind: but how he now sees we do not know, nor do
we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he
will speak for himself.” His parents said this because
they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that
if anyone should confess Him to be Christ, he was to be
put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said. “He
is of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called
the man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give God
the praise: we know that this man is a sinner.” He
answered, “Whether He is a sinner, I do not know: one
thing | know, that though | was blind, now | see.” They

said to him, *What did He do to you? How did He open
your eyes?” He answered them, “1 have told you already.
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you too want to become His disciples?” And
they reviled him, saying, *“You are His disciple, but we
are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He
comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a
marvel! You do not know where He comes from. and vet
He opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen
to sinners. but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does
His will, God listens to him. Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a
man born blind. If this man were not from God, He
could do nothing.” They answered him, *You were born
in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him
out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out. and having
found him He said. “Do you believe in the Son of God?”
He answered, “And Who is He, Sir, that | may believe in
Him?” Jesus said to him, *You have seen Him, and it is
He who speaks to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe™; and
he worshiped Him.
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Megalynarion for Pascha (Tone 1)
The angel spake to her that is full of grace, saying, O pure Virgin, rejoice; and [ say also, Rejoice:
for thy Son is risen from the tomb on the third day. Shine; shine. O new Jerusalem; for the glory

of the Lord hath risen upon thee. Rejoice and exult now, O Zion, and thou, O pure one, Theotokos,
rejoice at the Resurrection of thy Son.
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Koinonikon (Communion Hymn)

Receive ye the body of Christ: taste ye the Fountain of immortality. Alleluia

Instead of the usual “We have seen the true light...,” “Christ is Risen...” is chanted (Once)

THE GREAT DISMISSAL

Priest: May He Who is risen from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-
immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the
protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father
among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now
celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing  Fa-
thers; of Saint George., the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous an-
cestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He
is good and loveth mankind.

Priest: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs...

People: ...bestowing life!
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During the forty days afier Pascha, the Church does not expect you to
fast until after the Feast of the Ascension even on Wednesdays

and Fridays.




The Sundays of the Paschal Season
Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!

Until the Feast of the Ascension, the Church lives in what is called the “Paschal Season.”
Themes of the resurrection abound in our liturgical life during this time. The most obvious
example is the singing of “Christ is risen" at every service. Until the Feast of All Saints, one
week after Pentecost, the Church relies upon the liturgical book called
the Pentekostarion (the liturgical book which has been in use since the Resurrection service).

Sunday of St. Thomas (John 20:19-31)

In this event, Thomas who did not see the Risen Christ immediately after the Resurrection
because he was not with the disciples those days, meets the Lord face to face. Thomas, when
he sees and almost touches the Lord, provides an “independent verification” of the resurrec-
tion. Thomas represents anyone, in other words ourselves, who was “not with the disciples” in
those first days, and reminds us that we too can witness the Risen Lord. The words of Christ,
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe” are directed at us as much as they are
St. Thomas.

Sunday of the Myrrh-bearers (Mark: 15-43-47; 16:1-8)

This story repeats the events of the Resurrection of the Lord. In the first century AD, women
were not considered credible persons; they could not give testimony in any legal proceeding.
However, the story raises the status of women, because it is their experience of the Risen
Christ and the empty tomb that is the basis of the Good News. Their powerful question when
they approach the tomb, “Who will roll away the stone for us?” is answered by the Lord
himself through the resurrection, which has pushed the stone away.

Sunday of the Paralytic (John 5:1-15)

This story, happening in the ministry of Christ, shows that Christ offers healing, far more
powerfully than a pool of water. The Paschal season was associated with the mystagogical
education of the newly baptized (they had been baptized at the Paschal vigil). Mystagogy
refers to the educational process of explaining what took place in the mystery of the
sacrament. Thus, the story of the Paralytic and all the weeks of the Paschal season become a
reflection on the mystery of baptism.

Sunday Samaritan Woman (John 4:5-42)

Tradition identifies the Samaritan woman at the well as Photeine (notice how the name
refers to enlightenment). Again we see the connection to baptism — enlightenment taking
place at the pool of water. Also, because she is a Samaritan, we see the universality of the
Gospel; through baptism anyone can become a follower of Christ and member of the Church.

Sunday of the Blind Man (John 9:1-38)

The blind man washes in the pool of Siloam, is given sight, and sees the Lord. This miracle
also becomes a baptismal image, showing that through the waters of baptism one’s blindness
is removed permitting the newly baptized to see the Lord.

Ascension always takes place on a Thursday, forty days after the Resurrection.

Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council (John 17:1-13)



On this Sunday we remember the historic event of the First Ecumenical Council, held in
Nicaea in 325 AD. This council clarified the teaching about Christ, which we recite in the
Creed, that Christ is homoousios with the Father. This reminds us that what we call
“apostolic succession” is greater than a linear genealogy of bishops, but that the bishops of
the Church down to us today preserve the apostolic message of the resurrection of Christ,
that He is the Son of God.

Pentecost (John 7:37-52).

On this Sunday, the Epistle reading recalls the events of the Pentecost, when the Holy
Spirit filled the Apostles, who began to preach the message that Jesus of Nazareth is the
Son of God and that He rose from the dead. Because upon hearing this message, 3000 people
asked to be baptized and become followers of Christ, we say the Church is born. Pentecost is
the fiftieth day after the Resurrection.

All Saints (Matthew10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30)

The Pentekostarion closes with the Feast of All Saints, the day that celebrates all known
and unknown saints of the Church. Everyone can celebrate his or her Name Day today! And
for anyone who does not know when their Name Day is celebrated or does not know if they
are even named after a saint, today is their day to celebrate. This day also teaches that all
who call themselves Christians and belong to the Church are, through the power of the Holy
Spirit, capable of leading Christ-like lives

Anton C. Vrame, Ph.D. Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Too often individuals get sidetracked in their journey to the
Kingdom of God. Too often individuals become complacent or tired or lazy and
yield to a lessening of fervor for Christ.

Christ suffered and died for us. Zeal for Christ should exist from
the time we are convinced of His death for us until such time as our death.
We can never repay Christ for what He did and continues to do for us.

At most we can be appreciative to Christ and show this
appreciation by living responsibly as Christians.

The world is full of material distractions and temptations. The world is full of
immorality and diversions. The fervor of baptism or conversion or following Holy Confes-
sion can easily be undone if the believer is undisciplined.

It is interesting the way individuals follow the orders of physician or having their
children follow the rules established by athletic coaches but when it comes to adhering to
the rules of the Church, they are ignored.

Athletic coaches or entertainment instructors can require lengthy
practice sessions and vigorous physical exercise, possible even adhering to
certain diets.

When a priest suggests attendance at a weekday service or observing the
rules of fasting, the words more often than not land on deaf ears.




The Great Martyr George

The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed
under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though
he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and
thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians.
He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England,
amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the
translation of his relics on November 3.

According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father,
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety.

The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St.
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284-305).

In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305-311). It
is believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision.
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor
and his execution.

Then, affer innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr.




